Minutes

KPFA Program Council

Tuesday, May 4th, 2004

6:00-8:00pm

Present: Stan Woods, Attila Nagy, Luis Medina, Nick Alexander, Carol Spooner, Kris Welch, Sally Phillips, Dev Ross, Erica Bridgeman

Absent: Robbie Osman, Steve Conley, Aileen Alfendary

Chair: Vini Beachem

Secretary: Mary Bishop

Meeting commenced at 6:10pm

I. 

Announcements

The Asian-Pacific Islanders Special has been moved to May 31st (Memorial Day) from 8pm to midnight.

On Saturday, May 29th we will broadcast live from SF Carnivale from 11am-6pm from the 17th and Harrison St. stage.

Reminder: African Mental Liberation Day is from 11am on May 30th through 1am of the next day (Memorial Day.) 

Clear Channel is the sponsor of the Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender Pride Day Parade. However, we will have a booth there that we will broadcast from (June 27th) in conjunction with the Pride Parade with WBAI in NYC.

Clay Ordona’s Program proposal for June 12th will be handled as new business at the next meeting.

May 23rd is going to be an archive day to celebrate the 55th Anniversary with a garage sale in the back lot.

II. 

Voices of the Middle East Evaluations

What are the parameters and the goals of this discussion? It was decided to have 5-minute presentations from the sub-committee members on both VOME and MERP.

VOME: audio is good, Q&A is instructive, it appears to be a smaller, more activist group. MERP: new and different voices, more participatory in flavor, appears to be a larger group with a greater focus on community outreach. Suggestion: to continue alternating both.

Both have value, utilize different formats. We shouldn’t pull Middle Eastern programming. It would be best for them to continue alternating.

Discussion: The final decision will depend on the 3rd sub-committee member’s input.

Improvements for both would be more appropriate music breaks and listener call-ins. Both collectives asked for us to choose between them. We could opt to give each group 13 weeks straight. We have a total of 26 weeks to offer. They could keep their distinct titles. The general sense was in support of continuing the weekly rotation schedule because our listeners could benefit from both perspectives. The New World Center is interested in getting involved to help mend the rift and there was strong support for that. There has been a fair bit of off-air naming calling. There are two issues here: What is best for the listeners and the question of respectful treatment of one another. We can’t force them to like each other but as long as they don’t get physical or engege in on-air attacks, we can’t tell them what to do.

Motion: The recommendation of the program Council is to continue alternating VOME and MERP for 26 weeks with a review at the 3-month mark and pending the evaluation of one of the members. 

Unanimously in favor.  Motion passes. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:40pm.

